WEST AFRICA REGION
Date: Tuesday, August 2, 2011, 10:44 AM

My dear Fellow Storytellers:

I greet you in the mighty name of our Lord and Savior. I know you have been busy in His vineyard telling His stories to His people. We have been doing the same here and next Wednesday the Festival Gathering in Asheville begins. 

How have you been doing? It's been a while since we heard from you and I know you are doing great things. 

I will appreciate it if you can send me a short report of your activities in teaching others to tell Bible stories and how you have been using it in your Ministry since we left you in March. I will include what you send me in my report to the NBS Board and the General NBS Gathering
I would love to hear from you as soon as possible.

In grateful thanks.

Juliana Rowe

Planning Meeting with Core Group at end of The Gambia Institute March 2011
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Core group committed to move biblical storytelling forward. Mamudu S.A.T. Mansary in foreground
NBS Gambia – A Brief Report - August 13,2011
Pastor Benjamin Michael

Immediately after the training workshop held in March by the NBS international Team, some leaders were identified who volunteered to work to promote Bible storytelling in The Gambia. The team which has now become the executive body first met at Bakau Methodist Church in April to discuss the way forward and to plan ahead. The meeting was a success and was followed with another successful meeting where plans were finalized to conduct the first local workshop for some of those who had attended the March Workshop.

The Executive Members contributed financially to fund the training workshop, which was eventually held at new Life Christian Centre on 21st May 2011 in Serrekunda. Unfortunately, the workshop was not well attended because the date coincided with another major Christian program (graduation ceremony at the local Bible school) happening elsewhere in town. However, it was a success for the few that attended. Pastor Michael made a presentation on the “Different Ways to Use Bible Stories” effectively. Fr Pius led a training session on how best to learn to tell Bible story by internalizing the stories through a careful process of organizing the passage in episodes. Other members of the Executive presented Biblical stories.

In June NBS was invited to make a presentation at a prayer conference organized by Christian students organization (GAMFES) held at Assembly of God church in Kanifing - Patricia Michael represented NBS and told a story from the book of Genesis 18:16-33, on Abraham’s intercession for Sodom. 

In July, NBS was invited to make a presentation again at the Assembly of God church during a Sunday school Anniversary event. Pastor Michael introduced the work of NBS to the whole congregation and religious leaders present. He spoke on the value of Biblical Storytelling and urged the church members to support their colleagues who attended the March workshop to set up a guild at the church. He also told a story from the gospel of Matthew 7:21-29, about building your house on a solid rock.  

Presently, Bro Mamudu is in Nigeria and is expected to sensitize a lot of believers / churches there on the usefulness of Bible Storytelling as an effective tool for propagating the Gospel and for discipleship training within the local Church. His report is expected on return.

Fr. Pius has also spearheaded successful training workshops for a good number of Catholics from various parishes and a strong guild has been set up overseeing the Catholics.

It is important to note that the head of Churches here e.g. the Bishops of the Catholic , Anglican and Methodist churches and other Pentecostal leadership has been very interested and supportive in promoting Bible Story telling for their  Congregations. The oldest existing NBS Guild in the Gambia at Bakau Methodist church is still going strong with twelve members. All the Members of the Guild performed during the Dedication of the new Sunday School Building in May 22nd, 2011. We presented an epic telling of Solomon’s dedication of the Jerusalem Temple from 1Kings chapters 6-8, and the Methodist Bishop, Prof Peter Stephens plus other dignitaries were in attendance.

NBS Gambia plans to hold a major seminar/workshop before the end of the year. We have been in regular contact with NBS International Office of Auntie Juliana with update of our meetings and the Minutes. The Executive is presently comprised of six regular members: Pastor Michael – National coordinator, Rev. Fr. Pius Gidi- Coordinator of catholic NBS group, Sis Berth a Bob- Sesay- Secretary, Bro Mamudu – Director of Logistics and Bro Johannes Bami John.

May God bless you all and we wish you a very successful Festival Gathering.
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Mamudu S.A.T Mansaray at Epic Telling
-----Original Message-----
From: Mamudu S.A.T Mansaray 
Sent: Fri, Aug 5, 2011 9:08 am
Subject: Great Good News from Africa [Nigeria]!

	Greetings in Jesus precious name.

I want to thank God for all the good things that are happening over here, though I am very busy with studies.

By God's grace I have told God's stories in Jos city, Plateau state, Nigeria. I am studying at ECWA Seminary [JETS] and this is the only place so far the stories have been told. I have recruited one disciple [A Sierra Leonean named- Edward Kai] who is also studying theology here for three years, and he is in his second year.

But the great good news is: Fifteen persons from nine African countries are studying with me and they have already caught the vision of NBS and are passionate about it. So, we have formed a group and called it 'NBS-AFRICA', aiming at reaching these nine nations with the gospel through storytelling.

By this week-end, I will send you their names and e-mail addresses, and new NBS- Africa 
Email address to get to all of us at once with one contact.

By God's grace, I want to say to you and NBS- USA family, that, the doors of Africa are now wide open for NBS.

The countries involved are: Uganda, Nigeria, Botswana, Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, Ghana, Southern Sudan, Gambia and Sierra Leone [That’s myself].

Expect some pictures from the group and contact addresses soon…Please extend my sincere love and passion to the whole NBS family. Please pray for me that God will open more doors and opportunity to tell more stories and get more people to come on board. I am planning a visit to the Churches in Bornu state, northern Nigeria in two visits to tell more stories.

Yours truly in the Lord's vineyard,

Mamudu S.A.T Mansaray 
UPDATE from Nigeria 
Greetings in Jesus name! I am sorry for the late response due to schedules and internet accessibility. NBS-Africa has already been formed, comprising of fourteen members from ten African countries who are willing are ready to tell God's stories on University campuses, Churches and unreached people groups in their various countries. Below are the list of members :

Mamudu S.A.T Mansaray- Sierra Leone 
Okullo Samuel baker – Uganda
Otlaadisa Jacob Ramothudi - Botswana- 

Sarkodie Addo - Ghana- 

Mathew Massawe - Tanzania- 

Oskiel Mekeonnen Alemodhu-- Ethopia- 

Aragaw Sisay -- Ethopia

Mariansina -- Ethopia 

Michelle Gomez -- The Gambia

Sang Gomez-- The Gambia 

Joan Wanjiru-- Kenya -- 

Julia Jadalla-- Republic of Southern Sudan-- 

Freeborn Atagamen -- Nigeria South 

Oluwakunle Adetou Henry- Nigeria ( Oweri) 

Pictures are also available, Will do that later on. 

God bless you all, Happy and successful festival gathering.

Mamudu S.A.T Mansaray.


Email addresses removed and kept on file.




CAMEROON
CENTRAL AFRICA

Report From George V. Minang 

July 2011
My Biblical Storytelling Effort and Response 
Since Returning from The Gambia
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George Vimensi Minang and Tim Coombs
I will not stop thanking God and the NBS board for giving me the opportunity to attend the Biblical Storytelling Institute in The Gambia. Personally I have been enriched in ministry as a pastor. My understanding and passion for biblical narratives has greatly increased. I have developed a strong desire to reach out to the oral learners in my community and beyond.  In fact, I am unleashing the power of biblical storytelling in my ministry.

Scripture by Heart Groups 
Upon my return from the Gambia I shared the stories of the paralytic and that of Paul and Silas in our congregation, the people were moved and our Scripture by Heart Group in my church Ntenka Baptist Church, in Ndop, Cameroon  immediately grew in number. It moved from 12 to 17 then to 20 and now we stand at 24. More are still to come.


I worked with Pastor Ngangkeng Divine to establish a Scripture by Heart Group in his church Grace Baptist Church. I offered him a copy of Paul Koehler's book that I brought from the Gambia. The oral learners in that Church are doing wonders in their community with biblical stories. Even children are telling stories everywhere.

Children’s Camp

In April 2011, I spoke in a children camp to over 400 children sharing with them the story; "Let the little children come to me" from Matthew 19:13 - 22.


Gathering

I also visited pastors and other leaders in Babanki Tungo and shared the vision with them. We are still working out possibilities of holding a workshop in that village. I gave a presentation to over 40 Baptist pastors and their wives in June 2011. Together with Pastor Divine and the members of our groups we worked together with our Field Pastor to organize a workshop last July 18th, 2011 in Fountain Baptist Church Ndop. The theme was "Discovering and Using the Power of Biblical Storytelling in Ministry". We ended up with 166 registered participants.

The Response
The response to biblical storytelling has been very positive. From my home, my little daughter and my wife have all became storytellers. People in our church who are non-literate are happy that at last they can learn and tell God’s story. Discipleship is improving. After these activities and especially after the July workshop, many other churches are in the process of forming By Heart groups. Pastors are very happy that at last they have a better means of ministering to the oral learners in their churches and communities. One person described it from Grace Baptist church; "It works like magic". Other denominations are still timid in joining the train, but we believe that God will open the door.

Next Step

We are planning other workshops in Babanki Tungo the headquarters of the Baptist churches in Gebauer Field of the Cameroon Baptist Convention, in Mofou Two Baptist church and even beyond our area. I am heading for Ndu to introduce it to our seminary officials. Scripture by Heart groups are coming up in churches and we are looking forward to putting up an executive that will run the affairs of NBS Cameroon. By the grace of God we will one day hold our own Festival Gathering   We have 7,150frs cfa (ie about $14) as our seed money.
I thank God for all and for my new found NBS family especially our NBS\GPI family. It is indeed true that stories build fellowships and networks.

Rev George Vimensi Minang
Ntenka Baptist Church
Ndop, Cameroon

Update from Cameroon
August 5, 2011
I am just returning from the pastor’s fellowship in Ndu.  We are planning one workshop for Babanki Tungo to cover the churches that make up the Gebauer Field of the Cameroon Baptist Convention.  I have just talked with their field pastor in Ndu and I will be meeting with him by the 20th of August to fix a date for the workshop. The other one is to take place in Mofou Two Baptist Church on a date to be set by me.
Concerning the website, it is a long-term dream of having a website for NBS Cameroon attached to that of NBS international web site. 

I have made many contacts in Ndu but I was faced with this problem – I had no brochures to hand to interested persons. 

Pray for me and my family as I travel to do God's work.
Blessings
Minang
PS. A DVD of the day’s gathering has been received by NBS USA
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PROGRAMME

8-8:30a.m - Amival and Registration

8:30-8:400.m - Welcome

8:40-9:000.m - Workshgp and Tellng led by Nienka group.

9:00-9"30a.m - Tntroduction

: 9:30-10:300.m - Pienary session: Relevance of Biblica Story
telling in Ministry and bow to Jeam a Biblical Story -
Rev. George Minang.

10:30-10:45a.m - Short Break.

10:45-11:45a.m -Small group workshop; Leaming and Telling the

story of the Paralytic (Mk 2:1-13)

11:45-12:00p.m— Appraisals

12:00-1.00p.m - LUNCH BREAK

1.00- 1:20 p.m. - Worship and Teling led by Grace group.

1:20- 2:20 pom. - Plenary session: Forming and Running a
Scripture by Heart Group in your church = Pastor Divine.

2:20-20:30 pam. - Song and Offering

 2:30-3:15p.m - Learning and Telling the Parsble of

2 the Sower (Mk. 4:1-12)

@ J:15- 3:45p.m - Paricipants Tel thir Stores

;;;4;4.-“... ~Closing Remarks, Prayer and Deparure.
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PICTURES FROM THE WHOLE DAY WORKSHOPS
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FOUR GROUPS WORKING WITHIN THE SANCTUARY
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GROUP SESSION 
CAMEROON JULY 2011
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SMALL GROUP WORKSHOP IN CAMEROON 
JULY 2011
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SMALL GROUP WORKSHOP IN CAMEROON JULY 2011
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SMALL GROUP WORKSHOP IN CAMEROON
 July 2011
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GROUP OF PARTICIPANTS IN ONE DAY WORKSHOP IN CAMEROON
